Tom Spellman wrote:

Why They Kill by Richard Rhodes details the four steps any human being must go through to become violent and the first step is brutalization. The bullying surely would have brutalized Dylan and he may not have told his parents about it. The second step is belligerency and again that rebellion may have occurred at school so again the parents may not been aware of it. The third step is the beginning use of violence to solve your problems and the fourth step is the systematic use of violence as your chosen method for solving your problems. 
What I have come to realize is that the second step, belligerency, is the child asking for help but not knowing how. Schools and society see instead a "bad kid" and not a "kid asking for help" Most schools punish or suspend belligerent children which only reinforces the brutalization and further isolates the child. <<<<


Hi Tom,

I haven't read R. Rhodes book.  But I do understand the process he
describes of how it is that violence comes to be the  only way of
solving problems for people who have been brutalized.  Alice Miller
describes that process in a very clear way as well and so does Lloyd in
the collective level.

My point though was that when a child feels safe enough at his own home
to share his feelings about the things that are happening in any aspect
of his life, especially if he's being bullied at school, the child will
have some pretty evident changes when he's suffering for some reason,
that parents could see if they are paying enough attention to their
children's legitimate needs.

I also understand that very often children are not only bullied by their
own classmates, but abused in many subtle and not so subtle ways by
their own teachers, who in many cases are also acting out their own
unresolved issues on their students and this happens in many schools and
also in college... what Rhodes describes is the same that happens at
many homes and schools just mirror what happens at many children's homes
and what used to happen at many teachers' homes as well.

The traditional schooling system itself can be  not only very scary and
threatening but also boring for children who are creative and free
enough to express themselves and it often happens that when children
find school boring or scary, they feel restless, start acting out their
own boredom and fears and are labelled as a "problem child", or
diagnosed as suffering form some attention defficit disorder and
medicated to silence their natural ways that scare the hell out of the
grown ups around them, including many of the doctors who medicate them,
so  the grown ups are not triggered by the children's natural and
expressive ways and  many parents aprove of this kind of diagnoses for
the same reasons... when the problem is the schooling system itself,
that does not do justice to children's wonderful curiosity about
life.... nor do countless homes.

If you think of a schooling system like the American one, where corporal
punishment is not only endorsed and practiced, but aproved by law in 23
states, it is like endorsing the bullying going around among students,
because the teachers themselves use violence and bullying as a control
method and they are teaching children with the power of their own
example.

I have a friend who used to have her son who was 6  back then at a
school where they put so much pressure on children with their learning
system that her son was freaking out.  He had nightmares and cried every
morning that he didn't want to go to school.  He was not being bullied
by his classmates, but just suffering a huge pain at the amount of
pressure of the absurd school work.  She was sensitive enough to listen
to her child's pain and needs and she moved him to another school.  He
loved his new school.  The nightmares were gone and he loves going to
school now.

My point here was also that usually children find themselves amid a
system where people around them are acting out their unresolved issues
and this can happen at home, at school with the grown ups as well as
with many of the children around them.  What happens at schools, is a
reflection of what happens at many homes, students and teachers alike,
only act out at school, what they have been taught at home with the
power of example of their own relatives... for where did bullying
children learn to bully other people from??.. from people whom they
regard as weaker than themselves... from their own homes where they were
abused for being weaker and taught that it was right to do so and to use
violence as the way to resolve their own problems.  So the schooling
system mirrors the home as well.

A child who is respected and loved at his own home, wont have any need
to use violence as a way of resolving his own problems and if he is
abused at school in any way, he will feel safe enough to share this at
home, knowing his own parents will protect him from being abused at
school and that if that school is not good for him, his parents will
move him to anothr school, where he's as safe as he's at home.

What I also found in that article was that children get blamed for what
the grown ups cannot aknowledge about themselves... and society as a
whole endorses this acting out and blaming the children for the things
that are  the adults' responsiblity, because they are the ones who
should protect children instead of acting out their unresolved issues on
them and on top of that, blame they the children for what they cannot
dare to aknowledge about themselves.

This means using children as scapegoats and it is this the way they are
used by society as a whole, by denying the suffering and the abuse they
go through, not only at school, but at their own homes as well.  When
society fails to protect its own children, who are society's most
valuable assets, everything else fails and chaos and bullying reign.
For what is it war after all, than a huge bullying over a nation
regarded as weaker, uglier than ours.. a bad one that deserves to be
punished???.

Avoiding facing this is the way society has of protecting its own
homeostasis, to prevent itself from awakening to its own collective
pain, because in order to recognize that this is going on in our own
society at the collective level like at schools, we would need to
aknowledge whatever pain and wounds we may carry on the personal level,
or we wont be able to see the bigger picture.  This also means going to
the roots of our own pain and having a look at the way we may have been
wounded by our own parents.  This is just too scary for most people, as
Alice Miller describes it, for the fear of losing one's parents' love is
too overwhelming and too painful, so it's better to obbey and to comply
to parental authority or any authority that may remind the child of it
and later the grown up, than risking losing our parents' love... and the
only way of avoiding doing feeling that huge primal wound, is by blaming
someone else, by looking for some scapegoat on which to pour our pain
and unresolved issues be it our own children on the personal and
collective level and eventually, another country as well, terrorists, an
enemy out there... and unfortunately, children are the most convenient
of all scapegoats, for they cannot defend themselves.

Attacking a weaker country that cannot even defend itself, is also a way
of perpetrating the same kind of abuse that society used to endorse at
home.

When I read statements like what the author writes, blaming the children
to protect the parents from having a look at whatever responsibility
they may have had in this tragedy, I know there's something wrong about
that, that there's some deep denial going on there within the author
himself who protects himself from feeling his own pain, through
endorsing parents and society's denial as well.... the same denial going
on in our whole society, that allows for children to be mistreated,
bullied and wounded at schools, because it allows the same thing to go
on at many, many homes.

Having an honest look at what we do that may hurt others does not mean
lacking love or compassion... quite the contrary... it means just
looking for the truth, understanding our old conditionings and
responsibility to set ouselves free from our own fears... and the fear
of making our inner mommy or daddy angry is probably the worst of all
fears.. one that eventually endorses war and all kinds of violence as
the way of punishing our own inner "bad child".. the one that has
"misbehaved" and made mommy or daddy angry.

It's always easier to blame the children... to blame those who cannot
defend themselves.. and if they are dead already like Dylan is, it's
even easier, he cannot talk any more about the unbearable inner pain
that drove him crazy... he never could and he never will.

My point all along has been about understanding our responsibility, not
about finding culpcrits.

Gabriela

Lloyd adds: Can't understand why everyone believes Dylan's early 
years were "loving" just because his parents now say so. What 
evidence is that?
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Lloyd et al:
.
Really - my own parents say I had lied about abuse - and still do even though I
won a court case against them.  Its just not ego syntonic for anyone below
a 'helping mode parent' to say, "Yup I screwed you up bad and am sorry!
Lets talk it over in therapy."
.
Of course they are going to say "he had a loving childhood."   My mom
says, "We were wonderful parents, I don't know why he makes up all these
things about us." -
.
"Nice" thing that Dylan's folks have going for them is that the kid is
dead so he can say nothing about his child care.  As to what others say ,
we interviewed all the neighbors and friends of where I grew up - and
although many attested to "Ya your day was brutal and mom - well that's
your mom!" - also to a one said "We wouldn't say that in court - because
they were such an asset to the community." (Dad was pres. of an Aircraft
firm.  Mom is head of Hospital Guild and does all kinds of charity work.)
.
and more to 'what others say" - I know that ALL of my childhood 'friends'
did NOT know - I hide it from them - and no one ever came over to our
home.  The few times they did - everyone was on their best behavior.  But
the moment they left - a diatribe / litteny of abuse came down - "Why do
you know a ______ * like that?" - and I'd be used as a punching bag - NOT
EVEN KIDS I GREW UP WITH AND HUNG WITH CONSTANTLY THAT KNEW MY PARENTS -
a bit - knew about my abuse!  I'd ask to be dropped off at the back gate
at school - to toss water on my face to hid my tears (I'd be beaten on
the way to school, punched as I sat there, getting a ride from my dad).
My present lady friend - has known me since high school and we have been
cloesest of friends since we were in our early 20's and she had NO IDEA
that my mom had been screwing me ever since I was 6!
.
*(Jew, skinny kid, fat kid, ugly kid, red head, curly haired, looser, or
even 'so they think their so damn smart - I've got 500 PHD's working for
me!)
.
I ONLY managed to win the law suit against them (at age 42) because Mummy
had kept detailed diary of the abuse.  I got a hold of them - and took
them to Lisa Bloom - Gloria Allred's daughter - and we sued them.  But to
this day - if you were to write a book about me and my childhood -with
out that data with in those diary - you'd thing I was a "bad seed" who
had wonderful parents - and couldn't explain why I ever went "wrong" ran
away from home at 16 and was a "roughly out of control 'danger to self
and others'" until years of therapy.  And you'd be hard press to blame it
on "nurture" or child abuse - it must have been genetic - given my
'perfect' childhood - according to reports (other then written down my my
pervert mom in her diaries! = Dad brutally beat me just about daily, and
mom fucked me while dad was out of town on business trips - so much for
'what parents SAY goes on').
.
Yours,
Eric Heimstadt, cadc



